
 

The  Stop Lynas Campaign in Australia
(  above the heading of this article is a photo of people with umberellas each umberella has a word on it S , T , the O is a nuclear symbol thats crossed out , .   L, Y , N , A , S )     
I  am an  Australian  and  international  environmental  justice  campaigner 
with  a  focus  on  the  impacts  of  mining  on  the  environmental  and 
communities, I have been working on such issues for over a decade. I set 
up StopLynas.org in early 2011 in response to a friends call, who was born 
in  Kuantan,  for  a  solidarity  campaign  in  Australia  highlighting  the 
opposition to Australian rare earth company, Lynas Corporation and the 
environmental justice issues around their rare earth refinery in Malaysia.
For three years the Australian-based Stop Lynas campaign have helped
 facilitate speaking tours, lobbying and shareholder activism at Lynas 
AGM in Sydney with both Save Malaysia Stop Lynas and the Himpunan 
Hijau movement.

Himpunan Hijau has been committed to the Lynas issue for the past three 
years, it is not an NGO it is a movement and it is very large. Some of 
Himpunan Hijau activities have included:
Himpunan Hijau  On February 25th 2012 15,000 people gather peacefully 
in Kuantan  to oppose the construction of a rare earth refinery nearby, 
which they fear will pose radioactive risks.
The Green Walk Stop Lynas: In November 2012 Wong Tack walked 
300km from Kuantan to Kuala Lumpur over 13 days arriving in KL on 



November 25th. When he reached Kuala Lumpur 20,000 people were 
walking with him to gather at Independence Square (Dataran Merdeka)
The 'Bury Lynas with 1,000,000 signatures' Campaign: on 24 August 2013 
10,000 signing stations across Malaysia were set up and Himpunan Hijau 
chairperson Wong Tack camped in Independence Square (Dataran 
Merdeka) in Kuala Lumpur for 36 days which resulted in 1.2 million 
signatures for a petition demanding Lynas shut down its plant and leave 
Malaysia.
There was also a 2,800km bike ride around Malaysia in the lead up to 622 
Shut Down Lynas on 22nd June 2014 and Isaiah Jacob who was born with 
one leg walked 300km from Kuala Lumpur to Kuantan in 6 days.
My understanding is that Himpunan Hijau is involved and shown 
solidarity with other environmental justice issues in Malaysia including the 
Raub gold mine which has had serious impacts on locals health due to the 
cyanide used in the leaching of the gold. It is a broad movement that draws 
the connection between corruption, bad development and environmental 
justice issues. The main campaign focus of Himpunan Hijau is the Lynas 
rare earth refinery, the corruption surrounding it and the potential health 
and environmental issues from the toxic and radioactive waste it is 
producing.
November Himpunan Hijau members traveled to Sydney and protested for 
24 hours a day for 3 days outside the Lynas headquarters in the build up to 
the Lynas AGM. Himpunan Hijau chairperson, Wong Tack announced that 
they would be building for the next 6 months for a blockade to shut down 
Lynas. Myself, Stop Lynas co-campaigner, Tully McIntyre and freelance 
Australian journalist Damien Baker agreed to travel to Malaysia to attend 
and show solidarity for the 622 Shut Down Lynas protest on 22nd June 
and to collect stories from local community and also community at Bukit 
Merah who had already suffered at the hands of a rare earth refinery in the 
80's and early 90's.
The day of the protest, 22nd June 2014 �
11:00AM: People gathered at the Himpunan Hijau base camp for speeches
Approx 12:00PM: Around 1000 people and over 100 cars traveled the 7km 
from the Himpunan Hijau base camp
12:30PM: Protesters gathered and led by Himpunan Hijau chairperson, 
Wong Tack started to walk down the 2km road to the gates of the Lynas 
Advanced Materials Plant (LAMP) in Gebeng Industrial complex, 
Kuantan.
From 1:00PM until 3:30PM: There were about three points of negotiations



between Wong Tack, other Himpunan Hijau members and the police to 
allow the protest to peacefully make it's way to the police line which was 
20 metres from the gates of the LAMP. The day before there was an 
injunction enforced that the protest wouldn't be allowed to get any closer 
than 20 meters from the front gates.
The following link is a video I took of  the second peaceful negotiation at 
about 2:00PM, it is on facebook so I am not sure if you will be able to 
watch it: https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?
v153039375616953&set=vb.637121952&type=3

Approx: 2:30PM: The protesters started gathering at the 20 metre police 
line. There were about 400 police including local and state police and the 
Federal Reserve Unit. There appeared to be a couple of trucks that were 
possibly water cannons and Federal Reserve Unit who has shields.
Approx 3:30PM: The final negotiations took place in a marquee past the 
police line between Himpunan Hijau members, police and management 
from the LAMP. Himpunan Hijau wanted to negotiate that the protest 
could go to the front gates. Besides the 8 or so Himpunan Hijau members 
the rest of the protest remained behind the police line (including myself) 
while this negotiation took place.
When Wong Tack, Seet Ping and other Himpunan Hijau members walked 
back to stand behind the police line they told the protesters that we 
wouldn't be allowed in. At this point there started to be some push from the 
police line and very quickly people were being pulled, pushed and 
punched in a violent display from the police ,they were grabbing people as 
they were walking to stand behind the police line.
At this point I walked across the police line to help those being beaten by 
the police and witnessed a man, Ho Kam Huat being thrown to the ground 
violently and kicked by at least three police in uniform and another 2 plain 
clothed police .
Ho Kam Huat tried to get up but they kept kicking him down until he 
looked like he was concussed and seriously needed medical attention. At 
no point did I witness Ho Kam Huat throw punches or show any violence 
to the police. He was beaten so brutally that he had to be admitted to the 
ICU (and was later diagnosed as sustaining cerebral concussion).
I saw none of the protesters engage in any violence, only the police.
Whilst there was no attempt to arrest me even though I walked across the 
police line I was shoulder barged several times by plain clothed police 
wearing bandanna across their mouths. It was my firm belief that some of 
these police had acted as provocation, the violence stemming from them 
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and not the peaceful protesters.
Six people were arrested, five men and one woman, handcuffed and taken 
to a police truck.
Approx 3:45PM: Wong Tack took a megaphone and asked everyone for 
peace both protesters and the police he then asked for everyone to sit down 
and we did. Wong Tack then chose to step across the police line and in an 
act of non violent direct action he sat down and said they could arrest him. 
Myself and 9 others joined him. After about 10 minutes we were arrested 
and escorted with no hand cuffs to another police truck.
Approx 4:15PM: While we were in the police truck we heard Dr. Phua yell 
out to us, he was in the other truck with the prior arrestees arrested. He 
said that there were two injured people and when they had called out to the 
police for an ambulance police came in with knuckle busters and started 
beating them. They were all hand cuffed and couldn't defend themselves.

Approx 4:45PM: We were transferred into the other truck with the 5 that 
had been arrested prior, they were still hand cuffed. Two of them were 
injured, one with swelling on the back of his head and a sore chest and the 
other with bruises on his back.
Approx 5:30PM: All 15 arrested (ho Kam Huat had been taken to hospital) 
were taken to Kuantan police station for questioning.
Please view the video footage by Damian Baker that was run on The 
Guardian. It gives you a bit of a lead up to the violence. I know that 
Damian was also injured by the police beating his shoulder and back while 
he was taking footage.
http://www.theguardian.com/world/video/2014/jun/24/australian-facing-jail-protesting-malaysia

[Both Seet Ping and myself have a copy of all of Damian's unedited 
footage. I haven't had a chance to go through it all yet but there may be 
more evidence of the police brutality that day. Seet Ping would also have 
access to footage and photos of you need them.]
My arrest and processing: After about half an hour I was taken away 
separately. I met with Officer Zachariah who was apparently my lead 
investigator. When I met him I requested to see my lawyer first he said in 
Malaysia that you had to make a statement before you saw your lawyer, I 
stated that I didn't believe him and that I wanted to see my lawyer and a 
translator. he refused. He said once I spoke to him I could see my lawyer. I 
spoke to him for half an hour making what I thought was a statement. I 
was lead back into the waiting room wih the other arrestees.

http://www.theguardian.com/world/video/2014/jun/24/australian-facing-jail-protesting-malaysia


About another half hour and I was asked to leave the room again, this time 
I met another officer called ASP Officer Muru. He said he was going to 
take me to make a statement, once again I stated that I wanted to see my 
lawyer and again they lied and said that wasn't the process in Malaysia. I 
spent about 3 hours making a statement, mainly because they were so slow 
at typing and I had to retype because the English and grammar wasn't 
correct.
At approx 10PM I got to see my lawyer Mr Hon, a local lawyer from 
Kuantan. He said that I would most likely be charged with a breach of my 
immigration visa and penal code 147 (rioting). After more processing the 
other arrestees were released on bail and I was taken to lock-up. 
Apparently I couldn't be released until they verified that I was who I was 
through Interpol. I was told I would most likely be processed quickly and 
deported the next day. At approx 2:00AM I was taken to lockup.
I spent 6 days in lockup which were shocking conditions �
I am happy to talk more about these conditions if you would like.
Vigil outside while the arrestees were being processed: While we were 
being processed up to 300 people including a lot of locals gathered 
peacefully outside the Kuantan police station in a vigil. At one point a 
group of about 15 thugs came into the vigil and started bashing people, the 
police stood by, watched and did nothing. We were getting messages and 
images about this whilst we were being processed as some of the arrestees
still had their phones
15 arrested on trial
I was eventually released from lockup on Friday 27th June at about 
72.30PM. I was released on bail with no charge, free to travel and leave 
Malaysia. I flew back to Sydney on Wednesday 2nd July.
The other 15 Himpunan Hijau members that were arrested with me weren't 
released without charge they went to court last Tuesday 8th July at court in 
Kuantan. These were the following charges (Seet Ping will have a list of 
all the names):
9 charged under Penal Code 145 (peaceful assembly act)
5 charged under Penal Code 147 (rioting)
1 charged under Penal code 353 (using criminal force to deter a public 
servant from carrying out their duty) interestingly that was the charge�  
that Ho Kam Huat got who was beaten up badly and taken to ICU.
The 15 pleaded not guilty, they were released on bail (rm2,500 each). A 
GAG ORDER has been issued as a condition for bail. The 15 accused are 
not allowed to talk to any 3rd party nor communicate in social media on 



this case. Their trial will be held on 2nd September 2014 the same say that 
the Malaysian government will be handing down it's decision to approve a 
permanent operating licence for Lynas rare earth refinery.
Why were the police heavy handed?
It has been clear from the outset Lynas moving into Malaysia and making 
deals with the Malaysian government for the worlds largest rare earth 
refinery to be built in Kuantan has involved corruption. The movement 
that has grown against Lynas is now the biggest environmental movement 
in Malaysian history.
The Malaysian government has given Lynas a 12-year tax holiday and a 
temporary licence to operate despite:
Not conducting a fully transparent public consultation prior to the approval 
of your project ,
local community found out about Lynas being given the green light for its 
Lynas Advanced Materials Plant through a New York Times article in 
March 2011;
Not having a detailed Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) in place;
Not complying with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
recommendations; and
Not having a long-term plan for the permanent waste disposal of your 
radioactive waste.
There is no way Lynas would be able to build and operate such a plant 
under these conditions in Australia.
As I stated above I believe that there were police acting as provocation in 
the protest when the violence broke out. 
It should be noted that there were two incidents of violence as mentioned 
above, the first at the protest by police and the second at the vigil outside 
the Kuantan police station on Saturday evening when the 16 of us arrested 
were being processed. 
Thugs came in and started beating up peaceful people holding vigil while 
the police stood by and watched.
Himpunan Hijau have acted on this violence by joining with SUARAM to 
lodge a complaint to Suhakam (The Human Rights Commission of 
Malaysia) on Tuesday 1 July 2014 on police violence during the Lynas 
protest on 22 June 2014 and negligence of duties by police in protecting 
civilians from thug attacks in front of police station in Kuantan. Some of 
the protesters travelled to Kuala Lumpur on July 1st to show the injuries 
inflicted by police to Suhakam commissioner James Nayagam.
SUARAM and BERSIH 2.0 have called for an Independent Police 



Complaints and Misconduct Commission (IPCMC) as a result of the 
violence by the police at the Lynas protest and not helping people at the 
vigil later that evening when thugs tried to beat them up.
As someone who has seen violence against both indigenous peoples and 
local communities in Australia, Papua New Guinea and Tanzania around 
large developments particularly mining related developments, I know that 
there is often collusion between the police, the state and the corporation 
whose development is being opposed. Many Malaysians including some of 
the police when I was in lock up supported the action I and others took and 
stated to me that they believed their government was corrupt.
Cheers
Natalie Lowrey
Communications coordinator, Deep Sea Mining CampaignProject of The 
Ocean Foundation
URL: "http://www.deepseaminingoutofourdepth.org

Rare Earths campaigner
Spokesperson for the Stop Lynas campaign
URL: "http://stoplynas.org

Mob: +61 421 226 200? (Australia)
E-mail: natalie.lowrey@gmail.com?
Skype Name: Natalie Lowrey
Skype Number: 02 8006 0582
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