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On August 9th, Michael Brown, an unarmed 18 year old Black youth,
 was repeatedly shot and killed in the middle of the street in
 broad daylight, by a white police officer, Darren Wilson, in Ferguson, Missouri. The cold blooded brutal nature of 
this killing, Michael had his arms in the air when the final shot went right through his head, has led to continuing 
demonstrations and outrage, not only in Ferguson, but around the United States.
The sad and ugly reality is that cops kill Blacks and other people of color routinely all across the U.S.This has 
been going on, well, really since the earliest days of this country.  Right now, a Black man is killed by cops, every 
28 hours, somewhere in the USA.
 It is true that a Black man, Barak Obama, is President and another Black man, Eric Holder, is the U.S. Attorney 
General It is also still very true that racism, discrimination and persecution against people of colour is very real, 
Police forces, courts and prisons systems are some of the main forces killing and oppressing Blacks, Latino s and 
Native Indigenous people across America.
 he USA state and the state of Australia share some negative similarities.  Both were founded as settler societies by 
the British and other European kingdoms.  Both incorporated the false ideology of 'white supremacy' into their 
dominant culture and world view.  Over time this false ideology has been modified in accordance with changing 
economic and social conditions.  In the UddS., this has meant from actual slavery, to the 'Jim Crow' segregation of 
open blatant discrimination, to the present more economic and less blatant segregation and discrimination against 
poorer people of colour.  Throughout all these periods, police forces, the courts and prison systems have been on 
the front line of the USA states' repression, including cold blooded murder of Black people and other people of 
colour.
 This also includes the huge number of Blacks, Native Americans and Latinos in the U.S. prison system.  There 
are almost 2 1/2 million men, women and children locked up in local, state and federal prisons across the United 
States.  The U.S. is the prison capital of the world.  While the United States has about 5 percent of the world's 
population, it holds 25 percent of all the prisoners in the world.  The majority of U.S. prisoners are people of 
colour.
    While cops continue to arrest, brutalize and kill Black youth and others, the murder of Michael Brown has 
unleashed a popular ongoing rush of indignation, anger and determination.  The Black community and allies in 
Ferguson, have stepped up to confront and resist, not only the clearly racist Ferguson police department, but killer 
cops and state repression overall.  In Ferguson there have been nightly demonstrations, some very militant, 
demanding answers and justice.  In dozens of other cities and towns, Blacks and other people have also taken to 
the streets demanding justice for Michael Brown and an end to police abuse and terror. This has included 
opposition to the militarization, including armoured cars, assault weapons and even tanks, being given to police 
departments, large and small, by the U.S. military.
 There is nothing acceptable about the police murder of a very young Black man, but the public's response, anger 
and organizing is positive and necessary. With enough effort and work, this may mark the resurgence of a more 
active and popular movement against government repression and racism.
Jaan Laaman (anti-imperialist U.S. political prisoner)
end note:
To read more reports and analysis by Jaan Laaman and other U.S. political prisoners, check out: 
www.4strugglemag.org


